What drives Global Ministries at Century Baptist Church?
From our very beginning as a church plant, Century Baptist has had a solid emphasis on supporting global outreach.  Over the years the church has contributed thousands of dollars, has sent many mission teams for short term ministry, has invested in the lives of young people entering ministry, and has worked to see that local and regional ministries are funded.  The church’s constitution states that at least 10% of giving by the congregation will be directed toward global ministries.  And as our church has grown in size and budget so has the global ministries budget.  It is with a passion to see the work of God expand throughout the world that the following convictions are shared.  It is the desire and longing of the Global Ministries Advisory Team that Century Baptist Church carry out these convictions to their fullest extent.   
1. Everything about God is seen from the perspective of purposeful mission.

From before the foundation of the world it has been the sovereign plan of God to bring the knowledge of himself to all peoples.  The entire Bible relates the story of God’s plan of salvation, culminating in the sending of his one and only Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to suffer and die so the consequences of sin could be completely dealt with and all peoples may be reconciled to God (John 3:16).  God has also sent his Holy Spirit to empower believers so that the message of salvation may be spread throughout the entire world (Acts 1:8).  
2. God desires that all people would know and worship him.

The worship of God and the ultimate glory of his name is the goal God has for those who would trust in him as their salvation (Psalm 67).  In Romans 9:17, Paul says that God’s goal in redeeming Israel is “that [his] name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  We believe that the central command of global ministries is Isaiah 12:4, “Make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted.” 
3. The church of Jesus Christ is commissioned to make disciples of all peoples by going, baptizing and teaching.

Last words are lasting words.  Some of the final words of Jesus before he left this earth to return to heaven came in the form of a commission to all his disciples that as they go and wherever they go, they seek to make disciples, baptizing them and teaching them to know and follow Christ.  We respond to this commission based on the fact that Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matt. 28:18).  We believe that the gospel will be preached throughout the world according to the sovereign plan and purpose of God.   Matthew 24:14 tells us, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”
4. We follow an Acts 1:8 pattern of ministry to reach all peoples with the gospel of Jesus Christ—locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally. 
As the disciples in the early church were called to reach an ever-widening circle of people, so too, we seek to minister to those in an ever-widening circle in the world, from our nearest neighbor and friend to those who live in the farthest corner of the globe.  We seek to minister to our own Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  

5. The proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ is primary goal of the church in reaching the world, with support ministries undergirding it.

While works of compassion and service to others are often used as a bridge to the people the church seeks to reach, the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ remains the priority as we send out missionaries.  The acts of kindness and compassion undergird the primary focus of evangelism.  Both types of ministries are important to the overall goal of reaching the world for Jesus Christ.
6. It is not the goal for every believer to become a missionary, but it is the goal for every believer to become a World Christian.

There are three types of believers in the church: goers, senders, and the disobedient.  Every believer is to be a witness to the salvation they have received but that does not mean every believer goes into full-time Christian service or becomes a missionary.  However, as the people of God we need to be aware of a world greater than our own and seek to understand, pray for, give toward, and support the effort to reach the unreached areas of the globe.  Those not called to go are called to stay and effectively send those who are called to go.  Both goers and senders are, according to Scripture, “fellow workers for the truth” (3 John 8).  It is not whether one goes or one stays, but whether one’s heart beats with the heart of God for the spread of the gospel to every corner of the globe.

7. The nurture and development of missionaries is one of the goals of the local church.

The local church, in cooperation with the family, is to be the place where missionaries and Christian workers are identified, trained, nurtured, and sent.  It is imperative that the church raise up a new generation of missionaries to carry on the work of spreading the gospel to all peoples of the world.  There are many unreached people groups in the world who need to have missionaries sent to them.  We need Paul-type missionaries who will take the risk to enter unreached people groups with the message of the gospel.  Paul made it his “ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named…” (Romans 15:20). We also need missionaries to serve in support ministries through care, discipleship, leadership training, education, and other ways of serving and nurturing the new churches as they are planted.  

8. Prayer is a vital weapon in the battle for the souls of all peoples.

There can be no ministry without a passionate commitment to prayer.  As the saying goes, “When we work, we work.  But when we pray, God works.”  The spiritual battle for the souls of all peoples can only be won on the front lines if the support of prayer back home is secure.  Paul calls believers to prayer in 2 Thessalonians 3:1, “…brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored.”  Also Ephesians 6:18, 19, “…praying at all times in the Spirit…that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel.”
9. Commitment to a simpler lifestyle will release greater resources for global impact.

The resources needed to effectively reach the world with the gospel will only be sufficient if God’s people spend less on themselves and invest more in the effort to proclaim the gospel.  The church must commit to a wartime lifestyle so that more resources can be released in evangelism and missions.  When our focus is on the Lord Jesus Christ and his mission in the world we will have his attitude toward our attachment to possessions.  Paul said in Philippians 3:8, “I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.”  When we release our hold on things and focus on his kingdom expansion, God then supplies our needs, “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33).
10. The goal of reaching people with the gospel of Jesus Christ may involve suffering.
Jesus stated that the worthy goal of spreading the gospel could involve great loss, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it” (Mark 8:34, 35).  Throughout the history of missions one is able to read of people willingly giving of themselves for the sake of the gospel with little or no concern for the suffering they may have had to endure.  They are able to say with the apostle Paul in Romans 8:18, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”  We also stand with and pray for those in restricted nations who are being persecuted for their faith in Christ.
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